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Our
    Story

Hello, we are Scott and Marla. We want to sincerely thank you for 
considering us to be a part of your child’s life. 

Our story began in 2008 when we met through an online dating app. 
We quickly bonded over a shared interest in running and began talking 
about the best way to train for an upcoming race. Marla’s tag line on 
the app was “Must Love Dogs'' and Scott instantly won over her dog, 
and Marla quickly followed. We soon realized that this relationship 
was something special, and have been inseparable ever since. We were 
married in 2015 in a small ceremony at our friend’s home, surrounded 
by our close friends and family. Now, we love to come home each day 
after work, enjoy one another’s company, and spend time with our 
rescue dog, Luna. 

While we do not have any children yet, we have spent lots of intentional 
time investing in the lives of our young family members and even many 
students. Throughout this profile, you’ll see pictures of us sharing time 
with our nieces and nephews. The kids bring us so much joy, and are 
one of the main reasons why we’re so excited to adopt!

As we began thinking about expanding our family, we decided that 
adoption was our first choice. Marla’s life has been blessed by several 
family members who came to the family through adoption, and she 
always appreciated the way that people from all different backgrounds 
can come together. We both feel that adoption is a beautiful way to create 
a loving family, and we are excited about a future in which we share our 
love as parents with a child.



Vacationing in Maui Winter fun!



Marla is truly an amazing person. She is very genuine and has 
an incredibly kind heart. These attributes are most evident 
when she’s spending time with our nieces and nephews. They 
absolutely adore her, and she thinks the world of them.

Marla’s caring and loving nature is also evident at work. As a 
third-grade teacher, she is very passionate about nurturing the 
children in her classroom, both academically and emotionally. 
One of the perks of being a teacher is that Marla has holidays 
and summers off, which means that she’ll be able to spend even 
more quality time with a little one! I know that Marla will be 
exceptional at sharing her passion for learning and reading 
with a child. I can’t wait to watch her share bedtime stories, 
help with school projects, and support any interests a child 
may have.

Beyond teaching, Marla just loves being home and enjoying 
life’s simple pleasures. Health and fitness are important to 
Marla. She enjoys running and going for long walks.   She is 
also a tremendous cook. She’s always coming up with new 
healthy meals for us. However, I have to say, my favorite thing 
that Marla makes are her Saturday morning Cinnamon Rolls. 
They’re delicious! Marla certainly looks forward to baking in 
the kitchen with a child, the same way she once did with her 
mother. 

Meet Marla by Scott



Our niece's birthday party

First day of the school year!
My nephew as a student at our 

classroom Christmas party

Enjoying a morning cup 
of coffee on the beach



The first thing I noticed about Scott was just how respectful 
and kind he was towards me. He was the kind of guy who would 
ask me about my day, bring me flowers, or just do something 
totally out of the ordinary to make me feel special. As I got to 
know him better, I fell in love with his easy-going personality 
and his sincere heart. I also couldn’t resist his sense of humor. 
To this day, his one-liners still often cause me to double over 
laughing!

Given his genuine, caring personality, it’s no surprise that 
Scott built his career around helping others. Growing up, Scott 
was rather close with his cousin who had special needs. For 
many years, he watched with admiration as his aunt advocated 
tirelessly for her son’s needs. This inspired him to help start 
a company that teaches employment skills to students with 
disabilities.

I’m so proud of Scott’s career, and just how much of an advocate 
he is for these students. And like myself, Scott works in schools, 
so we share the same flexible calendar with summers and 
most holidays off. I know that Scott anticipates having lots of 
time to vacation with our family and to be present in all the 
everyday activities that are important in raising a child. Being 
a big sports fan, he really hopes to help coach a child’s team 
in the future. But if the child isn’t interested in sports, I know 
that Scott will still play an active, supportive role in whatever 
interests they choose to pursue.

Meet Scott by Marla



Volunteering at The Best Prom Ever, 
an event for individuals with disabilities

Scott attending a baseball 
game with his father

Evenings on the beach in 
Maine with our niece

Scott climbing 
Mt. Monadnock with 

his brother

Hunting for sea glass 
with Scott's mom



Home Life

We’ve made our home in the suburbs of a mid-
sized city in West Michigan. It’s a wonderful 
place that is known for its family-friendly 
atmosphere. We enjoy the small-town feel 
of our neighborhood while at the same time 
being close to all the opportunities that a city 
has to offer.

We live in a really ideal location. We are close 
to many parks, trails, museums, and various 
sporting venues. We love taking our dog, Luna, 
on walks around the neighborhood and look 
forward to a child joining us on these small, 
but fun adventures around town!

Our house has plenty of space to welcome a 
child and a fenced-in backyard to enjoy.  We 
maintain a clean, organized home, but it is 
also the sort of home that allows dogs on the 
furniture. We want our home to have a laid-
back feeling so that everyone who visits is 
welcome and comfortable while they stay. 

Marla enjoys spending time in our kitchen 
and hosting family and friends at our dining 
room table. Scott enjoys playing ball in the 
backyard with Luna and we both go running 
in our neighborhood. We have conversations 
in our backyard next to our bonfire. Our home 
is our ‘happy place’ where we gather to enjoy 
time together.

Luna relaxing in her chair

Baking in the kitchen with our 
niece who wanted a pink cake, pink 

frosting, and pink sprinkles



Birthday party in our backyard

Setting up for trick-or-treaters



Our Family

To us, family is truly everything. We are both blessed to have 
extremely loving and supportive parents, and two younger 
siblings each, all with children of their own. Everyone is extremely 
supportive of our decision to pursue adoption and have already 
begun excitedly preparing for a child. The aunts have begun 
collecting items and the grandmothers are busy buying gifts to 
spoil this next grandchild. Not to mention, our nieces and nephews 
are VERY excited about the possibility of welcoming a new cousin!

Marla’s family lives nearby, so we get together for holidays, 
birthday celebrations, and often for no special reason at all. We 
enjoy cheering wildly for our nieces and nephews during their 
soccer games, baseball tournaments, or whatever activity they 
might show an interest in. Marla even teaches at the school where 
her sister's four children attend and loves to squeeze in time to 
visit them throughout the day. 

Scott’s family lives in New Hampshire, and we travel several times 
a year to enjoy time together. We have fun vacationing with Scott’s 
family and usually spend a week during the summer at a beach 
house in Maine together. We love swimming, paddling our kayaks, 
and hunting for treasures on the beach with his family. 



Vacationing together with Scott's family in Maine

Marla's family taking a break while enjoying a Silver Lake dune buggy ride



There is nothing we love more than spending time with our families. Whether 
it’s just a simple dinner, a birthday celebration for one of the kids, or a big family 
gathering, we simply just enjoy being around each other and making memories 
together.

Throughout the summer, our families gather at the lake and beach to enjoy 
cook-outs and hunting for sea glass. Sometimes we like to travel for the summer 
holidays. In the past, we’ve celebrated the Fourth of July on the beach in Maine 
with our nieces and nephew.

Once fall rolls around, Marla starts thinking about Halloween. Every year, 
she creates a Halloween costume to surprise her students. She’s 
gotten really good at it, and is looking 
forward to embarrassing Scott in the 
future with family-themed costumes! 
After Halloween, we look forward to 
Thanksgiving. It’s always a special day of 
celebrating with food, family, and football. 

During the Christmas season, we get 
together with our niece and nephews to 
enjoy epic cookie decorating sessions 
and gift exchanges. It’s such a joyous 
time of year, and we can’t wait to share it 
with a child!

Whatever the occasion, we cannot wait 
to pass on our family traditions to a child 
and create new ones together as a family 
of three!

Family Traditions

Going to a baseball game 
with Scott's family



We love attending our nephew 
& niece's soccer games

Decorating Christmas 
cookies with our nephew

Losing at chess over the holidays to my nephew



Thank You!
We want to express our most sincere gratitude to you for 
taking the time to read our profile. We feel so honored that 
you might consider us to be a part of your child’s life. 

We have lots of time and love to give a child, and we are 
extremely excited to expand our family through adoption. 
We commit to being intentional about raising a child who 
is kind to others as well as confident in themselves. We 
promise to give a child the gift of two parents who will 
create a secure attachment with them and be involved in 
their everyday lives and activities.

We acknowledge that this decision is very important to you 
and commit to being honest, transparent, and respectful. 
We promise to answer any questions that you may have 
to ensure that you are completely comfortable with any 
decision that you may make.

If chosen as the adoptive parents, we also commit to 
remaining in contact with you as the child grows. Whether 
that be through updates, contact in the future, or any other 
form of communication, we will always honor the agreement 
we reach together. And regardless of the degree of openness 
that you choose to have with us, we promise that you will 
always be celebrated and honored in our home. 

Whatever your final decision, whether choosing us or 
another couple, we send you our encouragement and 
gratitude for the way that you are already caring for your 
child. We wish you support and peace-of-mind throughout 
this journey.



Lroin dapibus quam diam, non elementum dui facilisis vel. Sed com-
modo purus est, id consectetur est cursus ac. Phasellus at libero volut-
pat, venenatis magna a, cursus tellus. Praesent pharetra urna rutrum 
urna pretium imperdiet. Donec ornare posuere libero, vitae aliquet 
tortor imperdiet posuere. Quisque varius felis ut nulla ultrices feugiat. 
Cum sociis natoque penatibus et magnis dis parturient montes, nasce-
tur ridiculus mus. Mauris et porta quam, id pulvinar ligula.

Attending Scott's brother's beautiful wedding



Adoption Associates, Inc.
Contact us at: 800-677-2367

E-mail: lbussa@adoptionassociates.net
Our Website: www.adoptionassociates.net


