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Hello! Thank you for making the beautiful choice for life and considering us for the 
most precious gift. We are fun, outgoing, loving and family-oriented people. While it 
is not natural for us to write about ourselves and a bit difficult to put everything we 
want you to know into this short profile, we hope you will see the love and life we 
wish to provide a little one. 

In 2010, Stephanie moved from Long Beach, California to Virginia to live closer 
to her older brother. The next summer, while visiting friends back in California, 
Stephanie met Adrian. Our connection was instant and deep and we pursued a long-
distance relationship, spending many days talking on the phone for hours. 

Long-distance dating required patience, commitment and clear communication. 
We got to know the core of each other. We know how to comfort each other, how 
to make each other laugh and how to solve problems together. We are each other’s 
best friends.  

Because of his love and commitment to Stephanie, after a year of dating, Adrian 
moved across the country. We were married in 2016 and have been building our life 
together in Virginia ever since. 

Throughout our relationship, we’ve known we want children and have always been 
open to adoption. Stephanie’s mom was adopted; she always appreciated the 
choice her birth parents made and cherished the life her parents provided. After 
being unable to conceive, we decided to pursue adoption. We have lots of love to 
give and are very excited to start our family.

Our Story

Making an entrance



Engagement Photo







We both grew up in Long Beach, California 
with older siblings who we looked up to 
and followed around. We played sports, had 
sleepovers with friends, and enjoyed playing 
outside. While we love our dads endlessly, 
each of us had a special relationship with 
our mom. Fond memories from childhood 
make us excited to expand our family.

We each bring different traditions from 
our cultures into our marriage. Adrian 
grew up making tamales with his family on 
Christmas Eve, with a large gathering of 
family and loud music in the background. 
Adrian’s dad worked on the dough while 
his mom was on the stove making the 
fillings. They would stay up until midnight 
celebrating the holidays.

On our first Christmas together, Adrian was 
shocked to find out Stephanie expected 
to wake up EARLY Christmas morning 
to celebrate. An early morning followed 
by a late night- now that’s what we call 
Christmas! While we haven’t perfected our 
tamale techniques, we do enjoy making and 
eating them. 

The values we learned from our parents 
helped us blossom in our marriage. 
Our parents have taught us how to be 
supportive, giving and compassionate 
spouses to one another. Our values have 
gotten us through several hard times in our 
marriage. We lost Stephanie’s mom in 2015, 
our sister-in-law in 2016, and struggled to 
conceive both naturally and with IVF. In 
moments like this, we appreciate even more 
than usual the love and support we have 
found in each other.

About Us

Manchester United (Soccer) comes 
to US

“As husband and 
wife, we value each 

other’s traditions and 
are always looking for 

more to share with 
children.”



Having a good laugh 

Tamale Time!



I got to know Stephanie through stories 
and conversations. While we were 
dating, we spoke daily on the phone 
despite the three-hour time difference. 
As I listened to stories describing her 
interactions with friends and students, 
I discovered that Stephanie is the most 
thoughtful, caring and patient person I 
have ever met. Whether she is spending 
extra time to help a struggling student, 
or planning a special celebration for a 
friend, Stephanie’s kind heart is always 
serving others. 

As a teacher, Stephanie takes the time 
to listen and learn about each of her 
students. Each kid knows that Stephanie 
is on their side. She gives her love to 
those around her, and I know I am a 
better man for having her in my life. She 
encourages my dreams while making 
sure to push me outside of my comfort 
zone and I eagerly await the day I get to 
see her provide this same support to a 
little one. 

Stephanie’s Favorites: 

• Weekend Activity: Brunch 

• Holiday: Thanksgiving and Christmas

• Vacation Spot: Beach

• Tasty Treat: Ice Cream

• Sport: Soccer- Go Manchester United!

• TV Channel: Hallmark

Why Stephanie Will Be A 
Wonderful Mom by Adrian

Found Winnie the Pooh at Disney 
World



Tea Time with Family

Puzzle Time Voted teacher of the year



While we were dating, I often found 
myself imagining what a great father 
Adrian would be. His cheerful spirit 
and cheesy jokes could make anyone 
(especially a child) smile. Watching 
him with our nieces and nephews melts 
my heart. Over the past five years, I’ve 
witnessed him fulfill the role of the 
world’s best uncle. He generously gives 
our nieces and nephews his time and 
does anything to make them laugh. 
Adrian has adopted their interests 
including soccer, karate, chess, hide-
and-seek and make-believe. He shows 
them the same patience, kindness and 
devotion he shows me- he never misses 
an opportunity to celebrate their wins 
and successes. 

His job as a security guard showcases 
his willingness to always help anyone 
in need, whether he knows them 
personally or if they are just passing 
through. He has a huge, generous heart

Adrian’s Favorites: 

• Weekend Activity: Watching movies- He is great with movie trivia too!

• Holiday: Christmas

• Vacation Spot: Hawaii

• Tasty Treat: Ice Cream

• Superhero: Superman…but really all of them!

Why Adrian Will Be 
A Wonderful Dad by 
Stephanie

Enjoying an afternoon out

                                                                  and always goes above and beyond. He 
listens intently to figure out how to be supportive to friends and strangers alike. I 
am incredibly blessed to call him my husband and best friend.



YUMM!!! Meeting R2D2







We live in a spacious three-story townhome, which builds 
in some daily exercise, and we can’t wait to turn one of our 
guest rooms into a child’s room. 

We spend the majority of our time on our main level where 
our living room, kitchen, dining room and deck are located. 
To unwind after a day at work, we enjoy going for a walk in 
our neighborhood and cooking dinners together. We try to 
strike the perfect mix of healthy and delicious.

Our favorite dinners include:

• Tacos…Beef, Chicken, Pork…All kinds!
• Grilled Honey Ginger Steaks
• Classic Hamburgers
• Chicken and Veggie Stir Fry
 
After dinner, we enjoy spending our nights together with 
a good movie or show. Adrian also loves having a man 
cave downstairs for sports and movies but knows this will 
change into a playroom with the arrival of a little one. 

Our family-friendly neighborhood has walking trails and 
paths, a community center with three pools, several 
playgrounds, basketball and tennis courts and ponds for 
fishing. We can even walk to the elementary school! Annual 
community events like pool parties with a DJ, food trucks, 
and a 5k to support local schools are great fun for the 
whole family. 

We live in a suburb of Washington DC, not too far from 
both the bustling city and the countryside. We feel this 
“best of both worlds” location will allow opportunities for 
cultural engagement, educational adventures and weekends 
spent exploring historical landmarks and parks.

Our Home

“We enjoy our neighborhood and 
can’t wait to share it with children.”



Adrian grilling Cheeseburgers

Watching a Movie

Cooking Dinner



Adrian comes from a huge family with tons of aunts, uncles and cousins. The first 
time Stephanie met Adrian’s family, his dad decided to invite the entire family tree. 
There were about 60 people crammed into his backyard all waiting to meet her. 
Over the years, his side of the family has continued to grow with nephews and 
nieces. While they are located in California, we enjoy our family video chats and 
yearly visits to California. 

Stephanie’s family is all within 10 minutes of our home. Most weekends, you will find 
us at one of our nieces or nephew’s activities and Sunday family dinner. This is a 
huge blended family so there are always a ton of people around on holidays and we 
take at least one family vacation a year. 

Our Family

Family time in California



Sibling trip to New York

“Any child who becomes a part of our family 
will be surrounded by love and fun with many 

aunts, uncles, cousins and grandparents.”



Both of us have fond childhood memories centered around sports and grew up 
playing and watching sports with our families. In fact, while dating, we discovered 
that we both bonded with our brothers through sports. During childhood Adrian 
enjoyed baseball and Stephanie enjoyed soccer, so now we follow both sports! (Go 
Dodgers!) While we would love for a child to share in our passion for athletics, we 
look forward to supporting a child’s interests no matter what they may want to 
pursue, whether it be sports, arts or sciences. 

No matter what life throws our way, our focus is always our blended family. You can 
find us picking apples, having game nights, watching movies or attending BBQs. 
We also love traveling, both as a couple and with our families. We try to vary our 
trips between beaches, mountains, lakes and historical sites. We are looking forward 
to going to Disney World with our large blended family (and hopefully a little one) 
soon.

Hobbies and Interests

Central Park, New York Enjoying the Water



Cornhole

“Truth be told, we love most sports and 
take any opportunity we can to cheer for 

our favorite teams.”



Thank you for taking the time to 
consider us as parents. We greatly 
admire your courage, strength and love 
for your child. If chosen as adoptive 
parents, we want you to know that we 
will love your child with all our hearts 
and support them throughout their life. 

Our goal will always be to honor your 
dreams for your child. We recognize 
that the unique path of adoption may 
not always be a straight one, but one 
with many curves and turns. However, 
we look forward to navigating this 
journey together as a family. A family 
that you will always be a part of.

As parents, we plan to honor your 
relationship with your child through 
open discussions of their adoption 
story, creating a life book and talking 
about you and your family. 

We believe it’s important to discuss 
adoption with a child from an 
early age. We’re comfortable with 
whatever level of openness you’d like 
to pursue, whether it be exchanging 
photos, phone calls, emails or visits. 
Throughout this journey, we will help 
a little one develop a strong sense of 
who they are and encourage them that 
they can be anyone they wish to be. 

Wishing you all the best.  

With love,

Adrian and Stephanie

Thank You!

Adoption Associates, Inc.
Contact us at: 800-677-2367

E-mail: lbussa@adoptionassociates.net
Our Website: www.adoptionassociates.net


