
Anila & Patrick



Five Thousand Miles and Closing

Salutations! We are Patrick and Anila, and we are truly thankful 
that you’ve chosen to read a little deeper into us and hear our 

desire for parenthood.

“
”



Fun in Holland MI

Visiting Abraham Lincoln Museum-Virginia

Our story begins in October of 2017 
with an online wink. From there it 

became a test of endurance that we’re 
both happy to say we passed. Anila lived 
five thousand miles away in the beautiful 
country of Albania, which meant our 
relationship slowly built up over eight 
months of online discussions. Having a 
six-hour time difference probably should 
have made it tricky, but when we would 
talk after Patrick came home from 
work—10:00PM for Anila most nights—the 
real trick was saying goodbye! 

While visiting Albania that next June, 
we both realized something special had 
found us. 

We fell in love in Albania, and when Anila 
visited Michigan later that summer, we took 
a trip to Mackinac Island, where Patrick 
proposed, and we married in June of 2019. A 
couple weeks later, we bought our home and 
have been building our life together since. 

We had agreed from the beginning that 
having children was important to us. In fact, 
the dream of adoption had been on the table 
from the start, as well. Though we tried for 
a biological child in the first year, our desire 
was to one day adopt a child into our family. 
Having not been able to conceive yet, it made 
our decision to adopt an easy one. We are 
eager to begin our family and welcome a child 
with open hearts.



My Favorite History Teacher

What I appreciate most about Patrick is his 
integrity; he tries to do the right thing even when 

no one is watching. He is a faithful friend, son, and 
husband. Patrick is always there for me; I can count on 
him every day. He is a devoted and loving husband, 
seeking to improve upon his role with each passing 
day, as well as trying to be a better person all around.

He has embraced the differences between cultures 
and always makes an effort to connect with my 
culture and family—he even strives to learn the 
Albanian language so he can communicate with my 
family members that don’t speak English. My family 
absolutely loves him, and they are so happy that I 
found the love of my life. 

Patrick making a raised 
bed for vegetables



I believe Patrick was born to be a history 
teacher. His passion for history, reading, and 
his students is contagious. His favorite place is 
Barnes and Nobles, where he spends a great 
deal of time reading and writing. He also enjoys 
playing strategy games and watching sports.

I love that Patrick is much more spontaneous 
than I, and he helps me enjoy fun things without 
having to plan them. He is fun to be around and 
makes me laugh all the time! Often, I hear him 
singing when he is making dinner or cleaning 
the house. 

I’m absolutely certain he would be an amazing 
father—he is loving, caring, and fun. I cannot 
wait to see him teach a child to be a person 
of utmost character and build a passion for 
learning, reading books, and playing sports!

Patrick learning traditional Albanian dances

Visiting a museum in Albania



A Beautiful Wife Dedicated to Service

Anila has built her life around putting the 
needs of others before her own. She lives 

a life of service, which made it all too easy for 
me to fall in love with her. I know she would 
put the needs of a child first, always. 

Anila is empathetic and can connect with 
those around her almost instantly. She 
genuinely cares for everyone she meets. I am 
constantly in awe of her ability to strike up 
a conversation with someone she’s only just 
met, and how she looks for ways to bless that 
person from the moment they part ways. This 
is a love and a skill that she is able to share as 
a social worker. 

Anila regularly seeks to 
improve any space she 
encounters, and her ideas 
range from subtly simplistic 
to brilliantly complex! She 
works hard to keep a clean 
environment in our home, for 
which I am incredibly grateful.

She inherently desires to make 
everything that enters her life 
better. Her unwavering vision 
has helped me to become 
a better man personally, 
spiritually, and professionally. 

Love sunflowers

My garden



What’s just as impressive 
is her desire to improve 
herself in the same way. 
She attempts new things 
and expands her horizons 
in an effort to meet others 
where they’re at or to find 
more enjoyment in life for 
herself and those closest to 
her. 

I have never known 
another woman with 
her strength of heart, 
and it’s that heart and 
uncompromising desire of 
service that will make her a 
truly extraordinary mother 
to a child.

With my two nieces Dea & Nati and nephew Redi

Conference Keynote Speaker



Our Happy Place

A month after our wedding, we purchased 
a serene little house in a quiet 

neighborhood. Built in the 1950s, Anila has 
worked hard to beautify and update it into a 
more modern abode, though Patrick’s love for 
antiquity makes for a creative blend! 

Anila loves flowers and colorful things, so we 
have developed beautiful landscaping with 
an assortment of perennials and shrubs. Her 
eye for design has truly helped our house 
become a home that we both love and 
enjoy inviting others to come and partake in 
through meals and game nights. 

We live in a nice 
neighborhood full of 
friendly people. When 
we are gone on trips, 
our neighbors help with 
our yard care and see 
to it that everything gets 
looked after. We often 
go out for walks through 
the neighborhood when 
the weather is nice and 
never fail to come across 
friendly people willing to 
offer a smile and cordial 
greetings.

Go Red Wings!



Our city is a small community, but it’s a marvelous place to raise a family. Summers are 
beautiful, and community-wide activities are commonly held in the downtown area. These 
events are perfect opportunities for children to play, do crafts, participate in fun competitions, 
and enjoy new experiences. There are an abundance of community locations open to families, 
such as sporting arenas/stadiums, Santa’s House, the Community Center, and outdoor parks 
and venues, such as lakes and festivals. 

The area is also home to excellent academics from preschools through secondary level schools. 
We regularly attend many of these community events as a couple, and we look forward to 
continuing to do so with children!

Our city is a small community, but it’s a marvelous place to raise a family. “ ”



Ever Yours  Ever Mine  Together

Though we grew up in two completely 
different cultures, we were raised in 

families that valued closeness and love of one 
another above all things. Anila grew up in a 
large family with seven siblings that constantly 
shared and looked after one another. She’s 
incredibly close with all her siblings, as well as 
her nieces and nephews, and talks with them 
every week. 

Patrick’s family was much smaller, having only 
three children, but they enjoyed a plethora of 
family activities, such as camping, canoeing, 
sporting events, and traveling. 

With Patrick’s family for our birthdays

Having lunch with family in Albania



Now, our families are spread out throughout Michigan and Europe, but this only enables us to 
enjoy the pleasures of travel and site-seeing as we visit our loved ones!

Our families are excited about our adoption! They strongly support us and can’t wait to welcome 
a new addition to our family. We know for a certainty that a child will be spoiled by everyone 
because he or she will be the youngest, and they are longing to begin doting all over a child!

Coming from separate cultures, we have embraced our diverse traditions and strive for 
inclusivity. Anila has introduced Patrick’s family to authentic Albanian food, folk dancing, and 
amazing hospitality! She appreciates American holidays not celebrated in her home country, 
such as Thanksgiving, and has fallen in love with the all-natural fruits of Michigan! It’s very 
important to us that we preserve the traditions that each culture brings to our family, but also to 
create new traditions that are unique to our family.

Our families are excited about our adoption!“ ”

Wedding day with Patrick’s family
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that can be small as a 
day trip somewhere in Michigan 
or expansive as a three-week 
journey to Albania. Lake Michigan 
has become a favorite day 
venture for us, and we journey 
there multiple times throughout 
the summer.

We like to select a random town 
on the coast and explore nearby 
beaches during the day, then 
enjoy its downtown area come 
the evening. 

Our favorite out-of-town events that 
we rarely miss include the Holland Tulip 
Festival, Michigan Renaissance Festival, 
the Winter Ice Festival, and visits to 
different pumpkin patches each fall! 

Our favorite Saturday morning 
destination during the warm months 
is the farmer’s market! There we 
take in fresh fruits, vegetables, and 
honey. We love eating healthy and 
each have our own favorites when it 
comes to cooking, as well! Anila works 
miracles in the kitchen, where she 
prepares international cuisine, like 
Mediterranean, Italian, Chinese, and 
Mexican food. Patrick does his best 
work outdoors on the grill when it’s 
warm.

Visiting a Pumpkin Patch

Visiting a sunflower field



At home, we tend to enjoy 
playing board games and 
card games together. On 
nights when we’re not feeling 
so energetic, we love reading 
books about marriage or faith. 

We are also avid Detroit Red 
Wings hockey fans! When we 
were first married, Anila had 
no idea what hockey even 
was. Now, we both watch all 
the games together, and Anila 
has become one of the team’s 
biggest fans. We can’t wait to 
share our fun with a child!

 Playing board games 

Tulip Festival with some of our best friends



Thank You!

We wish to express immense gratitude to you for the time and willingness to get to know 
us a little better. The courage you’re exhibiting to bring this child into this world is beyond 

extraordinary, and we can’t begin to comprehend the strength required in making this decision 
for your baby. We have desired to be parents for a long time—even before we met, and we are 
so excited to begin this journey together.  

If we are chosen as adoptive parents, be assured that your baby will become our world! We 
promise to love, cherish, nurture, and provide for your baby in every way we can. He or she 
will have access to a wealth of education, a loving and adoring extended family, and cultural 
diversification through world travel. 



We will be dedicated to helping your child develop whatever his or her passions in life turn out 
to be—sports, the arts, the sciences, languages...the list goes on and on! Our passion will be 
helping this child to find, explore, and excel at his or her passion!

We are 100% committed to honesty and openness with your child about his or her story. We 
desire a level of openness that includes sending pictures, letters, and updates if you are 
comfortable with this, and we will respect whatever decision you make.

Thank you once again for reading about us today! We wish you peace and love on your 
journey, and our prayers will be with you. 



Adoption Associates, Inc.
Contact us at: 800-677-2367

E-mail: lbussa@adoptionassociates.net
Our Website: www.adoptionassociates.net


